








CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BROWNSTOWN 

RESOLUTION 2022-17 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN AND COUNTY OF 

WAYNE TO ALLOCATE AMERICAN RESCUE ACT PLAN FUNDS IN SUPPORT OF 
DOWNRI'VER UTILITY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

The Charter Township of Brownstown is a member of the Downriver Utility Wastewater 

Authority (DUWA) which is a public body corporate organized pursuant to Act 233. Representatives 

from DUWA's 13 Communities act as Board Members. DUWA's Board Members exercise all powers 

of DUWA. The Authority provides a regional wastewater collection and treatment system vital to the 

health and safety of the residents of the region. The Authority purchased the treatment plan and 

collection system from Wayne County in September 2018. 

DUWA provides service to approximately 350,000 people in the Downriver area which 

includes Ecorse, River Rouge, Allen Park, Lincoln Park, Dearborn Heights, Taylor, Romulus, 

Riverview, Southgate, Wyandotte, Belleville, Van Buren, and Brownstown. The DUWA system 

processes 60 million gallons per day on an annual average at its wastewater treatment plant, with the 

ability to handle 225 million gallons per day during wet weather events. It also has a 15-million-gallon 

wet weather storage tunnel that is used to retain excess wastewater during wet weather events. It is the 

second largest wastewater plant in the State of Michigan. 

WHEREAS, based on 2020 SEMCOG data 16% of DUWA residents live below the poverty 

level, 62% of residents are non-working and 37% are non-white. These residents experienced health 

and economic injury by COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, this same subset of residents is feeling the impact of inflation that has caused 

increases in the cost of basic services including food, gasoline, water and wastewater: 



WHEREAS, The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is a federal response to financial 

damage caused by the pandemic since 2020. Included in ARPA is the Coronavirus State and Local 

Fiscal Relief Fund which allocated $350 billion to states and local governments. Municipalities with 

greater than 50,000 residents receive funding directly from the US Treasury. For communities smaller 

than 50,000 residents, which is most of DUWA's 13 communities, the fund flows through Wayne 

County. The funds must be obligated by December 31, 2024 and the period of performance ends 

December 31, 2026. The funds can be used for public health and economic impacts, premium pay, 

revenue loss and infrastructure defined as including investments in Water and Sewer Infrastructure, 

including: 

WHEREAS, Water and Sewer Infrastructure is defined as primarily projects that align with 

EPAs initiatives: 

A. Remediating failing or inadequate infrastructure, much of which is publicly owned; 

B. Projects to ensure compliance with applicable water health and quality standards and 

provide safe drinking and usable water. 

WHEREAS, DUWA needs to replace its nearly 25 year old ultraviolet disinfection system. 

The manufacturer has stopped supplying replacement parts to the system decreasing the final 

disinfection system's utility. The estimated cost of the replacement system is $8,000,000. DUWA also 

has a final payment due to Wayne County of $3.500,000 in September 2023. Both payments will put 

pressure on sewer rate charges on our most vulnerable residents. 

THEREFORE, The Charter Township of Brownstown encourages the State of Michigan and 

County of Wayne to allocate a portion of the ARPA funds it received to support the replacement of 

the ultraviolet disinfection system for DUWA. 

This resolution was passed by the Charter Township of Brownstown Board on August 15, 2022 

Attested to by: 

Maureen Brinker, Clerk 
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RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN AND COUNTY OF WAYNE 
TO ALLOCATE AMERICAN RESCUE ACT PLAN FUNDS IN SUPPORT OF DOWNRIVER 

UTILITY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

The City/Township of Taylor is a member of the Downriver Utility Wastewater Authority 

(DUWA) which is a public body corporate organized pursuant to Act 233. Representatives from DUWA's 

13 Communities act as Board Members. DUWA's Board Members exercise all powers of DUWA. The 

Authority provides a regional wastewater collection and treatment system vital to the health and safety of 

the residents of the region. The Authority purchased the treatment plan and collection system from Wayne 

County in September 2018. 

DUWA provides service to approximately 350,000 people in the Downriver area which includes 

Ecorse, River Rouge, Allen Park, Lincoln Park, Dearborn Heights, Taylor, Romulus, Riverview, Southgate, 

Wyandotte, Belleville, Van Buren, and Brownstown. The DUWA system processes 60 million gallons per 

day on an annual average at its wastewater treatment plant, with the ability to handle 225 million gallons 

per day during wet weather events. It also has a 15-million-gallon wet weather storage tunnel that is used 

to retain excess wastewater during wet weather events. It is the second largest wastewater plant in the State 

of Michigan. 

WHEREAS, based on 2020 SEMCOG data 16% of DUWA residents live below the poverty level, 

62% of residents are non-working and 37% are non-white. These residents experienced health and 

economic injury by COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, this same subset of residents is feeling the impact of inflation that has caused 

increases in the cost of basic services including food, gasoline, water and wastewater: 

WHEREAS, The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is a federal response to financial damage 

caused by the pandemic since 2020. Included in ARPA is the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Relief 

Fund which allocated $350 billion to states and local governments. Municipalities with greater than 50,000 

residents receive funding directly from the US Treasury. For communities smaller than 50,000 residents, 

which is most of DUWA's 13 communities, the fund flows through Wayne County. The funds must be 
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obligated by December 31, 2024 and the period of performance ends December 31, 2026. The funds can 

be used for public health and economic impacts, premium pay, revenue loss and infrastructure defined as 

including investments in Water and Sewer Infrastructure, including: 

WHEREAS, Water and Sewer Infrastructure is defined as primarily projects that align with EPAs 

initiatives: 

A. Remediating failing or inadequate infrastructure, much of which is publicly owned; 

B. Projects to ensure compliance with applicable water health and quality standards and 

provide safe drinking and usable water. 

WHEREAS, DUWA needs to replace its nearly 25-year-old ultraviolet disinfection system. The 

manufacturer has stopped supplying replacement parts to the system decreasing the final disinfection 

system's utility. The estimated cost of the replacement system is $8,000,000. DUWA also has a final 

payment due to Wayne County of $3.500,000 in September 2023. Both payments will put pressure on 

sewer rate charges on our most vulnerable residents. 

THEREFORE, The CITY/TOWNSHIP OF TAYLOR encourages the State of Michigan and 

County of Wayne to allocate a portion of the ARPA funds it received to support the replacement of the 

ultraviolet disinfection system for DUWA. 

This resolution was passed by the CITY/TOWNSHIP OF TAYLOR Board on July 19, 2022 
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